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The Gospel of Immortality 


HRIST has brought life and immortality to light. It was in our 
conscience, but our conscience was sadly blemished. It was in our 
love, but our love at best was selfish. It was in our sense of God, 

but our sense of God was dim. Then he came. He was all conscience—a 
holiness passionately pure; he was all love—a compassion self-forgetting 
even unto death; he was all sense of God—walking in God as in an at- 
mosphere, vital with God as a pulse is vital within the blood. We must 
reverently honor his own claim: ‘‘I and my Father are one.’’ The im- 
mortality which has stirred fitfully within our shadowy humanity shone 
radiant in him: ‘‘He. brought it to light.’’ What had he to do with 
death? How is it conceivable that a few chemical changes in his flesh 
eould extinguish his soul? ‘‘It was not possible that death could hold 
him.’’ I beg of you: Take your faith out of the subjunctive 
mood. Do not say, ‘‘If Christ be risen.’’ Put it in the indicative mood. 
Say with a conviction born of him, born of the deathless quality of his 
soul, born of the experience of his living power through the Christian 
years: ‘‘Now is Christ risen from the dead.’’ Trust your loved ones to 
his eare. Trust yourselves to him by trying to live his life. So shall you 
have immortality—not as an argument but as a life, not as a theory but 
as his presence! ‘‘Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.’’ 


—George A. Buttrick in a sermon, ‘‘The Gospel of Immortality,’’ 
included in A TREASURY OF GREAT SERMONS, selected 
by Daniel A. Poling. .Published by Greenberg, New York. 
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LETTERS 


Deepens Suspicion 


Sirs: 





I was sorry to see the re-opening of the 
discussions on Presbyterian Reunion. The 
articles, (Feb. 26, p. 5) are clear and well 
written; but I do what good will 
come of further discussion of a subject 
which has before the 
church; I fear it will tend only to deepen 
suspicion. Mr. Whitten’s pleasing appeai 
should prove helpful; but the other side is 


not see 


been so long 


rasping; it is too extreme and unkind. A 
blast like Mr. McNutt’s coming so soon 
after the recent satisfactory replies some 
of the leaders in the North made to in- 
quiries concerning their faith is unfortu- 
nate. Mr. MeN. confidently displays the 
result of an old questionnaire; yet cate- 


gxorical “Yes” or “No” replies to questions 
framed by critics often may not reveal 
onée’s real faith The method is too rigia, 
dogmatic, and dictatorial. 


If a Churchill] and a Stalin can unite on 


the main principles in dealing with the 
common enemy, surely the Presbyterian 
Churches U. S. and U. S. A. can unite on 
fundamental truth in their fight against 


evil! 
field 
ten’s dictum: 


Years ago some of us on the mission 
the truth of Mr. Whit- 
Disunion “just doesn’t make 


recognized 


sense.”’ 

The saintly Dr. 
in praying 
for 


Peck often used a phrase 
for more of the spirit of love, 
that harbors “no unkind, un- 
generous suspicions.” This phrase I have 
linked, of course, 
evil; re- 


love 


never 
with 


forgotten; it is 
Paul's “thinketh 
the truth.” 
the Lord has little 
those who spread evil rumors 
WALTER McS. BUCHANAN 
Pomona, Calif. 


no 
joiceth in 
I am sure 


use for 


Enemies’ Opportunity 


Sirs: 

What a wonderful opportunity Germany 
and Japan will have if the world ever 
settles down again and they are encou- 


raged to go into their 
expense and the crudity 
ment. They 
strength and 


future without the 
of a War Depart- 
will be able to put all their 
all their into things 
like churches and hospitals and schools 
without first deducting the cost of war- 
ships and* poison gas and flame throwers 
and robot And this at the very 
time we deciding to take on 
the multiplied these very things 
so that we have little left for 
useful and helpful things. We 


think it necessary to the biggest 
navy and the mightiest army ever dreamed 
and will have little left 
for services that lift humanity and 
hasten the Kingdom of God. 

again that Germany and Japan 
will have the opportunity of showing the 
world what a nation can do when it puts 
all its wealth and all its wisdom into bet- 
ter things than the 
destruction. Of course 
on a lot of 
prayerful 


income 


bombs 
when are 
cost of 

will 
really 
keep 
consequently we 
those 


I say 


things and 


saying 


death 
what I am 
talk—but the 
consideration as we 


of 


brings 
worth 


idea is 
de- 
cide our own future well as the fu- 
ture of the conquered people with whom 


we are preparing to deal. 


D. P. McGEACHY, SR. 


as 


Bayview, Wla. 


Church’s Responsibility 
Sirs: 

The the Southern Presby- 
terian Church are being asked to convey 
to their people 
some other 


ministers of 


on Easter Sunday on 
convenient date an oppor- 
tunity to give for the rebuilding of Chris- 


tian institutions all No 


or 


over our world. 


one but the church can do this task. The 
Southern Presbyterian Church must bear 
its fair share. Pamphlets and information 
giving a picture of the need have been 
widely distributed. I trust that this will 
receive the church's earnest considera- 
tien. 

VERNON S. 
War 


BROYLES, JR., 
Chairman Relief Committee. 


Atlanta, Ga 





Coming Attractions 


In coming weeks THE PRESBY- 
TERIAN OUTLOOK will carry ar- 
ticles and information of unusual in- 
terest and significance. Present sub- 
scriptions to this paper are valuable; 
they should not be allowed to lapse. 


In coming months, many, people 
throughout the church will want to 
have their own copies of this paper 
in order to keep up with things. Here 
is a partial list of some of the com- 
ing attractions: 


2. YOUTH, SCIENCE and FAITH, 
by Sidney S. Negus. A medical col- 
lege professor of chemistry discusses 
a subject which will be of high in- 
terest to young people, their parents 
and teachers. 


2. Report on a questionnaire on 
dancing which has been sent to 
nearly 200 Southern Presbyterian 
ministers and their wives. 


3. How can a church prepare for 
its returning service personnel? An 
article showing what one wide-awake 
church is doing now. 


4. Reports to the General Assem- 
bly and an interpretation of them; 
news of its actions; projects for the 
new church year. 


5. LIBERALISM IN THE SOUTH- 
ERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, by 
John A. MacLean. Three significant 
articles which will be widely quoted. 

6. Sermons by Southern Presbyte- 
rian preachers in THE OUTLOOK 
PULPIT. 


7. WHAT IS THE KINGDOM OF 
GOD? by James E. Bear. Erroneous 
and realistic views on this vital sub- 
ject are discussed. 


8. Many other features too num- 
erous to mention, in addition to the 
weekly departments which render an 
indispensable service. 


A 36-weeks introductory subscrip- 
tiop ($1.00) for present non-sub- 
scribers will afford a front-row seat 
from which to view what will be tak- 
place in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church in the weeks ahead. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
13 N. 5th Street 
Richmond 19, Va. 











RADIO 





Network programs presented by co- 
operating denominations and of particu- 
lar interest to Christian people include 
the following, (Eastern War Time): 


Sundays 

NBC, 10:00 a. m., National Radio Pulpit, 
talph W. Sockman. 

MUTUAL, 10:00 a. m., Radio Bible Class; 
10:30 a. m., Radio Chapel. 

CBS, 10:00 a, m., Church of the Air. 

BLUE, 2:30 p. m., National Vespers, 
Harry Emerson Fosdick. 


HOLY WEEK PROGRAMS 


NBC, Holy Week Devotions. 12:30-12;45 


P. M. (EWT). Monday, Truman Douglass; 
Tuesday, Alfred Grant Walton: Wednes- 
day, Henry Sloane _ Coffin; Thursday, 
Samuel McCrea Cavert; Friday, Charles 


K. Gilbert. 


Good Friday 


NBC, “The 


Seven 


Last Words,” a can- 
tata, 12 noon, EWT. 

NBC, The Chesterfield Supper Club, 
7:00-7:15 P. M., 125-voice choir from the 
Duke University Chapel. 

Saturday 
NBC, 1:00—Choir of New York's Cathe- 
dral of St. John the Divine. 
4:30—Easter Eve Compline Serv- 
ice from the Benedictine 
Abbey at St. Meinrad, Ind. 
6 :45—Religion in the News: 
Easter music. 
Easter Sunday 
CBS, 6:00 A. M.—Annual Moravian 


Easter Service, 
Salem, N. C. 
:00—Soldier Service at 

Wheeler, Ga. 
:30—Knights Templar 
Arlington National 


Winston- 


Camp 


Service, 
Ceme- 


tery, Washington. 

NBC, 7:30—Easter Dawn in Radio City, 
New York. Message by 
Robert Searle. 


8:05—Indianapolis Easter Choral 
Society. 
CBS, 8$:15—Army hospital in England. 


$:30—Garden-of-the-Gods 
Colorado. 
NBC, 8:30—G. # 
W orld. 
Organ music; Bach’s Chorale 
Preludes. 


service, 


faster ‘Round the 


CBS, 9:00 
NBC, 
Grand 
Bridges, 
ceil of 
Churches. 


9:00, Sunrise Service from _ the 
Canyon. Sermon by Ronald 
moderator of the General Coun- 
the Congregational Christian 





PRESBYTERIAN BROADCAST—EASTER 

Stations from Washington, D. C., to 
Jacksonville, Fla., April 1, 8:30-9:00 A. M. 
(EWT)—W. Taliaferro Thompson, “Im- 
mortality: What Should It mean To Us?” 





A RADIO GUIDE—‘The Best in Radio 
Listening.” edited by Everett C. Parker, 
director of radio for the Congregational 
Christian Churches, listing the more 
worthwhile netwark programs under the 


following headings: Religion, News and 
Public Affairs, Education, Drama, Music, 
Quiz, and -Variety. Symbols indicate 


whether the programs are more desirable 
for the entire family, for mature listeners, 
for young people or for children. This 
well-arranged pamphlet sells for 20 cents 
per dozen. The Congregational Christian 
Churches, 14 Beacon Street, Boston % 
Mass., or 19 S. La Salle Street, Chicago 3. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the post office at Richmond, Va., un- 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


By Religious News Service 





FRANKFORT, Ky.—The Kentucky Court of Appeals has reaffirmed a 
decision first reached by it over 50 years ago that revenue-producing property 
owned by charitable, religious and educational institutions is not subject to 
taxation. The opinion was written by Judge William H. Reese, and unani- 
mously concurred in by a full session of the court. The case grew out of an 
attempt by the City of Louisville in 1943 to make an assessment of $757,446 
against institution-owned property in that city, such as office buildings, stores, 
restaurants, rooming houses, parking lots, and filling stations. 

* * 

NEW YORK.—A nationwide study of the Dumbarton Oaks peace pro- 
posals has been initiated in Congregational Christian churches, by the denomi- 
nation’s Council for Social Action. The study will conclude on April 25th 
when the United Nations Conference opens at San Francisco. Study materials 
on the question have been distributed to ministers, key laymen, leaders of 
church groups, and to church-related colleges. The council will ask no action 
from church members on suggested revisions of the peace proposals or their 
ratifications by the Senate until after the San Francisco parley. 

* * * 

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.—Thirty-six conscientious objectors are being scien- 
tifically ‘‘starved’’ at the University of Minnesota in a unique experiment de- 
signed to aid rehabilitation work in war-torn countries. It has been known 
here for several months that CO’s were participating in diet tests at the univer- 
sity, but only recently was the veil of secrecy lifted to permit public disclosure 
of the nature and purpose of the experiments. Chosen from among thousands 
who volunteered throughout the United States, the 36 men, who came here 
from several civilian public service camps, are living on a diet that parallels 
the diets in the hardest sections of Belgium last year, and in famine areas in 
Poland, Czechoslovakia and Austria after World War I. The men live prin- 
cipally on cereals, potatoes, cabbages and turnips—the kinds of foodstuffs 
easily grown and stored and usually the last foods to be exhausted in famine 
areas. 

Ba * * 

WASHINGTON, D. C.—The National Commission on Christian Higher Edu- 
cation wonders if women are being given their share of responsibility in guiding 
church-related colleges. In its monthly news bulletin, the commission points 
out that the large increase of women in the enrollment of church-related col- 
leges will lead to more women members on the faculties. ‘But the question 
arises,” it adds, “are women given adequate consideration for membership on 


99 


the boards of directors? 





Increase Reported in Aid to Relief Work 


Temporary Shelters Provided in Devastated Areas of France 


New York (RNS)—Increasing finan- French churches made recently’ by 
cial aid to European church groups was American Protestants. The sum _ of 
in prospect as the Commission for $50,000 was sent in January, through 
World Council Service announced here the Commission for World Council 
a grant of $70,000 has been made by Service, to the French Protestant Fed- 
American Protestants for rehabilitation eration. Meanwhile, allotments to 
activities in France. church agencies in other European 
Robbins W. Barstow, executive direc- countries will be made in the near 
tor, said the funds cabled by the Com- future, it was learned. 
mission to the Department of Recon- 
struction and Inter-Church Aid of the Twenty pre-fabricated barracks will 
World Council of Churches at Geneva, be purchased in Geneva, and these 
Switzerland. will be used to provide buildings will be sent to districts in 
temporary shelters in devastated areas France which in the opinion of the re- 
of France. construction department are in most 
It is the second financial grant to desperate need of such shelters. 


3 Months Broadeast 
Series Scheduled to 
Begin Easter Sunday 


Washington to Jacksonville Network 
Secured for Weekly 8:30 Services 


The Presbyterian Church, U. §., is 
to go on the air for the first time in 
its history in a “live voice’ broadcast 
over a network of stations from Wash- 
ington, D. C., to Jacksonville, Fla., each 
Sunday morning at 8:30 (EWT) from 
April 1 through June 24, according to 
an announcement by the Assembly’s 
radio committee. 

Occupying the place now filled by 
the Southern Baptist program, the 
Presbyterian schedule will begin on 
Easter Sunday with the sermon by 
W. Taliaferro Thompson on “Immor- 
tality: What Should It Mean to Us?” 
Music for the entire series will be under 
the direction of James R. Sydnor, of the 
Assembly’s Training School, with a 
Presbyterian Hour Quartet. 

The 8:30-9:00 broadcast will be car- 
ried by the following stations: WINX, 
Washington; WRVA, Richmond; WDBJ, 
Roanoke; WPTF, Raleigh; WSJS, 
Winston-Salem; WBIG, Greensboro; 
WWNC, Asheville; WSOC, Charlotte; 
WIs, Columbia; WSPA, Spartanburg; 
WTMA, Charleston, S. C., and WJAX, 
Jacksonville. 

Preachers Are Named 

Preachers for each of the Sundays, 
in addition to Dr. Thompson, have been 
announced, in the following order: 
Wallace M. Alston, Atlanta; James A. 
Jones, Charlotte; Charles L. King, 
Houston; James E. Cousar, Florence, 
S. C.; George Mauze, Winston-Salem; 
James L. Fowle, Chattanooga; Armand 
L. Currie, Richmond; John R. Cunning- 
ham, Davidson, N. C.; A. W. Dick, 
Spartanburg; C. Grier Davis, Asheville; 
Albert Kissling, Jacksonville, and John 
A. Redhead, Charlotte. 

Under the direction of the Assem- 
bly’s radio committee, consisting of 
John M. Alexander, chairman; Robert 
A. Lapsley, Jr., J. H. Marion, Jr., and 
Alex R. Batchelor, funds for the pro- 
gram have been provided by Presby- 
terian men and churches throughout the 
denomination. From the same source 
has come provision for two series of six 
fifteen-minute recordings. One series, 
‘‘Messages of Comfort for Our Times,” 
is by Henry Wade DuBose, president 
of the Assembly’s Training School; the 
other, ‘‘Light on Life from Luke’s Gos- 
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pel,’”’ is by Donald G. Miller, professor 
at Richmond’s Union Theological Semi- 
nary. Arrangements for the use of these 
recordings in communities throughout 
the Assembly are being made by writ- 
ing Alex R. Batchelor, Box 1176, Rich- 
mond, Va. 


New Presbyterian Woman’s Paper 
Announces Auxiliary Aims for Year 

Presbyterian Women is 
a new publication 
byterian, U. S., 


the name of 
by the Pres- 
on 


issued 


committee woman’s 


work from its Atlanta headquarters. To 
be published monthly, this four-page 
paper, succeeding the quarterly Aux- 


iliary News Service, is designed to bring 
news and articles of particular impor- 
tance to the Auxiliary programs of the 
month. The first following the 
April emphasis, stresses Christian Edu- 
cation, and gives prevues 
topics for the year. 

In conveniently arranged form the 
paper provides the type of supple- 
mentary material for Auxiliary workers 
which has frequently been printed 
the columns of the weekly 
papers. 

The Auxiliary theme for the church 
year beginning April 1 “Christian 
Witnessing.’”” The hymn of the year 
is to be “‘Lord, Speak to Me, That I 
May Speak.” In preparation for the 
new season more than 200,000 
Presbyterian women in 2,607 
Auxiliaries are called 
serve the week before 
time of spiritual enrichment. In 
outlining the theme 1945-46, 
speakers are being urged to stress op- 
portunities which the church offers 
women “Christian Witnessing”’ 
through worship in the church; through 


issue, 


of program 


in 
church 


is 


local 


being to ob- 
Easter as 
a 


for 


for 
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leadership in the Sunday — school, 
through cooperation with the church’s 
program for young people, through 
Auxiliary and circle programs, and 
through participation in personal 
workers’ groups. 


Presbyterian College Names Brown 
President to Succeed Jacobs 


William P. Jacobs, for ten years 
president of Presbyterian College, Clin- 
ton, S. C., has been succeeded by Mar- 
shall W. Brown, for the past sixteen 
years dean of that institution. On the 
day the new president assumed his 
office, his wife tendered her resignation 
as registrar. Hugh Holman, of the col- 
lege faculty, has been elected PC’s new 
dean. 

The only dean PC has had since the 
office was created in 1928, the new 
president holds degrees from Centre 
College and the University of Wiscon- 


sin. An instructor of history since 
teaching that subject at the McCallie 
School, Dr. Brown is a member of a 


number of historical associations. 


Number of Clergymen Declines 
By 8,771 in Ten-Year Period 


New York (RNS)-—Information Serv- 
weekly bulletin of the Federal 
Council of Churches, reported recently 
that the number of clergymen in the 
U. 8S. declined from an all-time high of 
148,848 in 1930 to 140,077 in 1940, a 
loss of 8,771. 

Quoting figures of the Bureau of the 
Census, totals for 1910 were given as 
117,333, and for 1920 as 125,483. It 
was also pointed out that the number 
of clergymen per 100,000 population 


ice, 





Appreach to God 


\ SPLENDID 


tion. 


expression of 


previous religious experience 
I think it illustrates perfectly a 
of our distinctive 

our appeal to men 
As you know, 

to speak to the Cc 
That 
brings his request 


to discourage 
“the Old Man.” I 





Chaplain Stroup 


a Father freely accessible to his chi 


the beautiful expression of this lad w 
“It makes me feel at home with 
Thanks be to our Lord for his i 

home with God’’! 








what 
hungry for God was given to me recently by a young convert whose 


is, he asks permission of the First Sergeant who 


jutant, who arranges an interview with the Colonel. 
is a rather complic 
frequent 
meant when he said: 
“Chaplain, you don’t know what it means to me to 
realize that I don’t have to go through channels to God'”’ 


Those of us who from the beginning have known the blessing of God as 


whelming joy of one to whom God once far off has drawn nigh. 


*Army Chaplain, until recently in the Philippines; now in Washington. 


By RUSSELL C. STROUP* 





the Protestant faith means to men 
had been under a different dispensa- 
vital principle which is the very heart 
doctrine and should be the source of 


in the army, if an enlisted man wants 
ylonel he must ‘‘go through channels.” 


to the Captain, who speaks to the Ad- 
It 
ated, if necessary, procedure and is apt 
contacts between G. L. Joe and 
knew exactly what the young convert 


Idren can hardly appreciate the over- 
But I like 
hen he added: 

God.” 
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was considerably less in 
1910. 

The number of women serving as 
clergymen has been increasing steadily, 
the figures show, rising from 1,787 in 
1920 to 3,276 in 1930, and to 3,308 
in 1940. 


1940 than in 


“The total number of persons who 
consider themselves ‘ministers’ is larger 
than the number classified as ‘clergy- 
men,’ ”’ Information Service commented, 
“but figures for total number of minis- 
ters have not been gathered during re- 
cent years. It is probable that the per- 
sons who give their occupation as 
‘clergymen’ to the census enumerator 
are those who give full time or most of 
their time to the profession.” 


Union Seminary Student Is Middle 
Atlantic Inter-Seminary Head 


Joseph M. Owen, of Coahoma, Texas, 
member of the middle class at Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, was 
elected president of the Middle Atlantic 
region of the Inter-Seminary Movement 
recently at the regional council meet- 
ing at Lancaster, Pa. 

Sponsored by the World Council of 
Churches and by the student movement 
of the YMCA, the Inter-Seminary or- 
ganization is in its twenty-third year 
in the Middle Atlantic states. In this 
region twenty-seven seminaries partici- 
pate. 


Young People’s Program Stresses 
Human Relations and Fellowship 


Southern Presbyterian Young Peo. 
ple during 1945-46 will stress ‘‘Human 
Relations and Fellowship” through their 
official program, according to an an- 
the current issue of 
Presbyterian Youth. The year’s theme, 
‘““A More Excellent Way,’’ based on I 
Cor. 12:31, is discussed by Julian Price 
Love, Louisville Seminary professor, 
who sees in this phrase the Christian 
way of ‘using what we have,” of “‘re- 
acting to our difficulties,’ of ‘‘relating 
ourselves to others.”’ 

The theme picture for the year begin- 
ning April 1 is Hofmann’s ‘‘Christ and 
the Rich Young Man,” and the hymn of 
the year is Wm. P. Merrill’s ‘‘Rise Up, O 
Men of God.”’ 


nouncement ‘in 








DID YOU KNOW? 


—that the Southern Presbyterian 
Church has four theological semi- 
naries with 57 faculty members and 
356 students, or one faculty member 
to each 6.2 students? 

—that the four seminaries 
55 buildings? 

—that these seminaries hold prop- 
erty and endowments valued at 
$5,758,754—an investment of $16,- 
176 per student? 

—R. L. ST. CLAIR. 
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In Joseph’s Lovely Garden 


A Meditation for the Easter Season 
By J. J. MURRAY* 


N AN afternoon in the month of April, Joseph of Ari- 
QO mathaea left his home in the city of Jerusalem and 

walked along the streets crowded with pilgrims from 
every land. Passing the gleaming towers of the Temple, 
he made his way through the gate in the North Wall and 
out along the Damascus road to his lovely garden on the 
slope of the Hill of the Skull. 

It was his custom to walk here on such April days. The 
prospect was pleasant. The spring rains had filled the 
streams and the pools. Under the care of his skillful gar- 
dener the water was well distributed to the flower beds 
and to the rows of ornamental trees. The early spring 
flowers were blooming. The spice bushes were still white 
with their March covering. The fig trees and pomegranate 
bushes, loaded with young fruit, gave promise of a good 
crop in June. The splashing fountains brought relief from 
the mid-afternoon heat. Shut within its high walls, the 
garden meant quiet and peace. Here Joseph could leave 
behind him the tumult of the city; here he could close 
his mind to the heat of men’s rivalries. Here it was easy 
to realize how good God had been to him, 


A Young Man From the Hill Country 


Years before, as a young man, Joseph had come down 
to Jerusalem from the hill country of Ephraim, from Arima- 
thaea, the town still dear to him for the memories of his 
childhood home, but known to others only because a thou- 
send years before the prophet Samuel had been born there. 
God had been good to him in the city. He had prospered: 
only a rich man could own such a choice garden as this 
and such an attractive city home as was his. He had 
done well, for now he was a man ‘‘of honorable estate,’’ 
with a position of which his children could be proud. He 
was a “‘counsellor,’’ a member of the Sanhedrin; and thus 
a man of real distinction, one of the seventy leading men, 
indeed, of all the nation. He could feel as well that he 
had taken thought for still more important things. He 
was “a good man.” He belonged to that group of devout 
Jews whose faith was simple and sincere, whose piety was 
deep, and who, like Anna and Simeon, were “looking for 
the kingdom of God.’’ Yes; everything a man could wish 
for, Joseph had, 

During these years he had needed the peace of that gar- 
den, although of late he had found little satisfaction there 
and little peace anywhere in his life. Often he could have 
wished himself back in quiet little Ramathaim in the hills. 
These were troublous times. The harsh rule of Rome 
brought suffering. Hatreds against the foreign oppressor 
were flaring in the hearts of his people. There were hitter 
post. The leaders, who in these dark days should have given 
people. They no longer had high ideals and a great pur- 
pose. The leaders, who in dark days should have given 
their people some clear faith by which to live and upon 
which to rest their hopes, seemed concerned only to pro- 
tect their own privilege and power. 


News of the Great Teacher 


Of late there had been the stirring of a new hope, There 
had come to Joseph’s ears rumors of a great teacher in 
Galilee who was reaching the deeps of men’s souls. Some 
would even say that this was Israel’s hope. The Coming 
One who would bring in the Kingdom which all eager men 
were seeking. Joseph had seen him only in recent weeks, 
when Jesus of Nazareth had brought his ministry to the 
Holy City itself, but he had been strangely attracted to 
the young teacher. All the inner insights of his conscience 
had told him that this was God’s Chosen One who should 


*Minister, First Church, Lexington, Virginia. 


redeem Israel. But when he had timidly suggested such 
things to his associates, they had scorned him; all of them, 
that is, except Nicodemus, who like Joseph was troubled 
at the hardness of Israel. The leaders of the people had 
turned on the Prophet of Nazareth. They had debated with 
him in the streets and in the temple courts, and had re- 
turned each time, defeated and enraged and the more set 
on their purpose to destroy him. 

Now in the black hours of last night their purpose had 
been accomplished. The Prophet of Nazareth had been 
captured while at prayer in another garden, Word had 
gone out that this was the chance to get rid of him before 
his friends could stir up the people and rescue him. The 
court had been hurriedly assembled. The messengers had 
not come to Joseph, nor to Nicodemus, his only sympathi- 
zer on the council. Annas and Caiaphas no longer trusted 
them or considered them sound. But Joseph had learned 
of the meeting. He had wondered what to do. Agree 
with them he could not; he would not consent to such an 
evil deed.’ But to oppose them he had not dared; it was 
too dangerous a thing. So he had spent a sleepless night 
of indecision. 


The Dark Shadow of a Cross 


And this day, less than ever, can he find any peace in 
his garden. This day dark things have been done in Jeru- 
salem. This day the good Teacher, so treacherously con- 
demned, has been sent to death. As if to satisfy to the 
fullest the bitter hatred of the council members, he has 
been nailed on a cross between two criminals. The God 
of Israel has drawn a curtain of darkness over the city 
called Holy, that he might not look upon the dreadful sin 
of those who call themselves his people. The ache in 
Joseph’s heart is made more bitter by the memory of his 
indecision. There is no beauty now in his garden. There 
is no fragrance from the flowers. His lovely garden is 
now a desolate place. He has been drawn there irresistibly, 
but only because hard by, on the top of the Hill of the 
Skull, there now stand, stark against the gloomy sky, three 
new trees, trees such as only man’s hatred can grow. And 
here from his sheltered place, now no longer sheltered, 
now no more a place of peace, his eyes and heart alike 
are filled with that tragic sight. 

Here his friend Nicodemus joins him; Nicodemus so like 
Joseph, warm of heart and full of generous impulses, but 
slow to see and slower still to act, afraid for his position, 
for his dignity, yes, afraid for his life. As a man bites 
upon an aching tooth, they talk of the thing that has been 
done, and of the chance that they have lost. Too late! 
Too late now to serve him who at last they know is God’s 
own Son! Too late to stand with him against his enemies! 
Too late even to die with him! 


No Desecration of a Holy Day 


Then, as they look, they see a movement about the cross. 
The crowds are running to the hilltop. The soldiers come 
near the suffering men. Joseph and Nicodemus know too 
well what that means. Romans, careless of human life 
and callous to human suffering, would leave men on the 
cross until they died of their agony, hour after hour, rarely 
less than thirty-six, sometimes as much as_ seventy-two 
hours before death brought its end to pain. But the Jews, 
more merciful, and also stricter for their ritual customs, 
would not permit a man to be left on his cross into the 
night of a crucifixion day. This time—irony of all ironies 
—though they would hang this good man on the cross 
and watch with pleasure for his pain, yet because it was 
the Preparation, they could not let his body desecrate the 
holy day. 
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The thieves were not dead. Their legs must be broken 
with a club. But no club touches that central figure; no 
bone of his must be broken. Let a spear thrust into his 
side suffice to release more of that sacred blood and show 
to men that he has gone the whole way of travail; that 
he has died for the sin of all the world: for the sin of 
the man who made that spear thrust, and of the men 
who nailed him there; for the sins of the men who voted 
that he must die; yes, for the sins of Joseph and of Nico- 


demus, and of each of us. 
His Garden for His Lord 


With a dreadful shock there comes to Joseph the reali- 
zation that one further indignity awaits that broken body: 
that he and the thieves alike will be thrown into a common 
pit and given an animal’s burial. But with the shock there 
also comes the realization that the test of the night before 
in which he had failed was not his last opportunity to serve 
this sufferer whom now he knew he loved with a love 
that was eager and that at last would dare all things. In 
the corner of the garden is a tomb; a new tomb, fresh 
hewn out of the living stone, where no man’s body yet 
was put; a tomb made ready for the day when Joseph him- 
That tomb shall give his Lord a resting 
Now may 


self will need it. 
place; that tomb shall give the world its Easter. 
his garden forget its selfish peace and give itself in service 
to the Lord of all beauty and goodness. 

“Tt shall go,’”’ he said to Nicodemus. ‘I shall go to Pilate 
and beg for his body, that I may bury it with honor.” 

‘He may kill you; he hates us all; he hates us with 
more bitter hatred since the rulers last night forced him 
to their desire.’ 

“T care not, though it means I die; I go!’’ said Joseph. 

“It means a final break with all our friends: no more 


THE MODERATORS SPEAK 





On the Election and Service 


MAJORITY of the moderators of the General As- 

sembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., replying to 

inquiries made by THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
have expressed the belief that, while the present method 
of electing the moderator has its imperfections, openly an- 
nounced nominations in advance of the meeting of the 
Assembly would serve no good purpose Rather, they are 
convinced that such a system would make for politics of a 
bad sort. Thirteen of the 17 living moderators responded 
to the inquiry. Of these, seven favor the present system; 
two think openly announced nominations would be better; 
iwo think some change is desirable though they are un- 
certain as to what should be substituted; two did not ex 
press their opinions on this point. 

These moderators are unanimous in their condemnation 
of any evidence of self-seeking or even of a too prominent 
“Barkis is willing’ attitude on the part of any would-be 
moderator. “I would like to see preserved in our church 
an attitude of strong disapproval of the fellow who seeks 
to put the laurel crown on his own brow,” one declares, 
while another reminds, ‘‘Just as surely as the commissioners 
to a General Assembly are convinced that somebody wants 
to be moderator and he and his friends are trying to ar- 


range that he be elected, he is just sure to be defeated.” 
Service After Assembly Adjournment 


In discussing the responsibilities and service of the Gen- 
eral Assembly moderators, there was general unity but 
some differences of opinion. One question, about which 
there has been misunderstanding in times past, has to do 
with the proper service of a moderator after the Assembly 
adjourns, under provisions of the Book of Church Order. 

All moderators are expected to visit different sections of 
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leadership; no more place in the Sanhedrin!” 

“T care not what it means; I go!” 

“And I share it with you,’’ said Nicodemus. “I shall 
bring the spices and help you lay him in the tomb.” 

And so, even before his body is laid to rest, his death 
begins to move the hearts of men. Even before that body 
is taken down from the cross his word begins to show its 
power: ‘‘And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto 
me.” And here, even at the hour of his death, these men 
whose hearts had been so weak are privileged to render 
him the last service men can give him in the days of his 
fiesh. The crucifixion, which had darkened the faith of 
the disciples and dimmed their loyalty, has cleared for 
Joseph and Nicodemus their insight and sharpened their 
courage. 


Once More a Garden's Loveliness 


And here, in the April sunshine of Sunday morninfi, 
comes back to Joseph’s garden all its loveliness. Here 
comes back to Joseph’s heart the light and the hope of 
all God’s promises to his people. Here in Joseph’s lovely 
garden men and women first know, not now in faith but in 
full assurance, that the Teacher of Galilee is the Saviour 
of the world, that the Sufferer on the cross is the eternal 
Son of God, and that even though he permitted his enemies 
to put him on the cross he holds forever in his pierced 
hands the keys of death and hell. 

What came to this man of Arimathaea in later years 
we are not told. But can we not feel sure that this act 
of loyalty, this brave deed of service forever set him in 
the way of loyalty to his Lord? Can we not be sure that 
wherever he went he told the story of One to whom he had 
lent a tomb for three short days, a tomb whose emptiness 
forever proclaims an eternal hope? 


of the Assembly’s Moderator 


the church because they are ‘Moderators of the General 
Assembly.”” They are expected to speak and to offer coun- 
sel. This demand for visits by the moderator is increasing; 
more recent moderators report far more invitations during 
their term of office than those of some years past. Ex- 
penses, some say, are not always provided when invita- 
tions are accepted, and some moderators have had to pay 
their own way because local churches or groups seemed 
to take for granted that the expenses of the Assembly’s 
representative were paid during his tenure of office. The 
item of expense is also to be considered when the modera- 
tor has no available secretarial help in handling the large 
volume of required correspondence. 

A variety of responsibilities descend upon tne moderator: 
articles for different types of publications; there is some 
there are appointments to fill interim 
vacancies and for special representation; there is much 
correspondence, some dealing with interpretations of the 
church’s legal procedure; and, particularly, the promotion 
of the church’s causes, 

These former moderators, for the «nost part, are agreed 
that it is good for the man to be used as widely as possible 
during the year, though some think it should be clearly 
understood that his appearance and utterances are ‘‘un- 
official,’”” or that he is simply ‘‘a prominent elder.’’ One 
respondent looks upon this trend in the church ‘‘with a 
degree of uneasiness’’ since ‘‘the Presbyterian Church is a 


committee work; 


lay body, its leadership residing, humanly speaking, in the 
people.”’ 

One man proposes: (1) That all expenses of moderators 
incurred on strictly church service be paid from the As- 
sembly’s treasury. (2) That in case of election of a modera- 
tor from some large pastorate, with exacting demands on 
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time and strength, the Assembly cooperate with the said 
church in releasing the pastor from some local obligations, 
for the benefit of possibly large service to the whole church. 
The Scottish Established Church has this provision, with 
far-reaching benefits to the whole church. 


The Assembly—‘A Permanent Court” 


There is basic misunderstanding—-or disagreement—as 
to the continuing official responsibility of the moderator; 
and this appears at various points in the church. Some 
look upon the moderator as simply the presiding officer 
of the Assembly over which he was elected, with no interim 
powers between that time and the election of his successor 
the next year. However, this disagreement may arise from 
a failure to understand the provision of the Book of Church 
Order as revised in 1925. Paragraph 86 terms the General 
Assembly a ‘“‘permanent court.’ In, keeping with that 
change the moderator (paragraph 91) declares the General 
Assembly to be adjourned. Before that change was made 
the Assembly was declared ‘“dissolved,’’ and another As- 
sembly was required to be chosen in the same manner 
as the former one should a called meeting be demanded. 
Therefore, the moderator’s office does not expire until the 
election of his successor, and interim responsibilities would 
seem to be expected of him as an officer of this ‘‘perma- 
nent court.’’ This has been a practical necessity in a va- 
riety of cases under either regulation, 

The former moderators differ as to the wisdom of service 
by the moderator on various committees of the church. 
Four think he should be with certain groups in an ex officio 
capacity; five think he should be on no committees by vir- 
tue of his position; one would have no objections either 
way; and one is doubtful about the wisdom of his service. 
Specifying his committee duties, one feels that he should 
preside over the Stewardship Committee and the Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union. Another thinks his fa- 
miliarity with the church and its problems makes him 
eminently well fitted to serve on certain policy-making com- 
mittees. The idea is also advanted that the knowledge 
and experience of former moderators should not be set 
aside, but that these men should be able to make their con- 
tributions to such activities as the Stewardship Committee 
and some of the executive committees. “It seems rather 
a pity for such men to be dropped from active participa- 
tion in the life and work of the church,’ one emphasizes 
as he mentions the names of several past moderators. 

While wanting the moderator to ‘respond to the evi- 
dent desires of the church” in addresses and visits during 
the year, most of the former moderators look upon the 
moderator’ as having no peculiar insight which qualifies 
him for committee service any more than others in the 
church. 


The Moderator’s Election 


On one question of electing the moderator there was posi- 
tive unanimity—that no man should seek directly or in- 
directly to be named to «his office, but they do not agree 
entirely as to how best to avoid evils which tend toward 
“politics.” Two feel that nominations by presbyteries with 
open discussion of a man’s service to the church would 
be the better way, but seven think this would make for 
parties and labels. One says: ‘“‘By all means nominate 
openly and get rid of cliques and groups,” while another 
cautions, “no open nominations and no publicity” of the 
merits of the proposed moderators. 

Another writes: “Somehow we are not going at it in the 
right way. There is no doubt that undercover work goes 
on. That smacks of small politics and should not be. 
But how to put a stop to it is beyond me.” He does men- 
tion the possible rotation of the moderatorship around the 
synods or the appointment of a committee at one Assembly 
to nominate a moderator for the next year before that 
Assembly adjourns. 

Again, a former moderator sees less of the protested 
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The Opinions of Thirteen 


Moderators 


1. Following your election as moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly were you used widely throughout the 
church? Answers: Much, 10; Some, 3. 

2. Should the moderator be used more widely during 
his term of office? Answers: Yes, 10; Yes, with reserva- 
tions, 3. 

3. Should the moderator be given special committee 
appointments because of his office? Answers: Yes, 4; 
No, 5; Indifferent, 2; No reply, 2. 

4. Method of nomination of men for the moderator- 
ship? Answers: Favor present system, 7; Favor open 
nominations, 2; Change needed but uncertain as to what, 
2; No answer, 2. 











tendency than formerly. Says he: ‘I know there has been 
a lot of underhanded work in many Assemblies but this 
has certainly been reproved in an effective way and I do 
not think there is as much of it going on today as there 
was ten or fifteen years ago.’ An advocate of the 
“open’’ method declares: “I think the election is and 
ought to be open. It is impossible to prevent con- 
ferences on candidates and there should be no secrecy 
or shame about that. Discussion of the qualifications of 
suggested candidates is as appropriate in private as on 
the floor and much more free.” Prevailing attitude of 
these men is against such openly-sponsored nominations. 
No one of them suggested the practice of the Church of 
Scotland where the past moderators with a few others 
form a nominating committee, bringing forward each year 
the name of a man for the post. This man so nominated 
is invariably elected. However, either their innate modesty 
or their feeling that the church would prefer a more demo- 
cratic procedure than that of the mother church forbade 
their mentioning such a possibility. 


Certain Road to Defeat 

In no uncertain terms do the moderators condemn any 
self-seeking or campaigning. Hear them: “I am aware 
of the fact that there is often electioneering behind the 
seenes, but this does not make for divisions. [I have ob- 
served that too much electioneering behind the scenes is 
apt to defeat a man for the moderatorship.” Another: 
“Frankly I believe it (open campaigning) to be a very vi- 
cious and often unspiritual custom, 
is repugnant to me.”’ 

Another: “I think the attitude of our church, which has 
always seemed to show marked disapproval of electioneer- 
ing for the moderatorship, is sound and eminently correct, 
I believe that we ought to maintain that attitude, and that 
the fact that a man is seeking the office with the aid of 
his friends should disqualify him for consideration. [I be- 
lieve about this as I do about the man who goes after 
an honorary degree.”’ ‘ 

A suggestion is made by one who believes “it unfortunate 
to elect laymen to this high office, not because they are not 
effective, but because it happens to be the sole highest 
honor of ministers, and as a rule should be kept for 
taem...... 3” 

One former moderator concludes: 


The whole thing 


“IT think a moderator 
has to be very careful, as indeed every minister and every 
Christian, not to exalt himself above others. I believe 
the only hope is in trying to make the church what it 
was intended to be—a brotherhood—and to guide every 
member to a fuller appreciation of what Jesus meant when 
he said, ‘“‘A new commandment I give unto you, That ye 
love one another as I have loved you, that ye also love 
one another. By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 
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EDITORIAL 


The Man for Moderator 


of moderators 
yeneral Assembly as summarized 





The judgment 
of the 
on other pages of this issue draws the 
attention of the 
high importance, none of which is more 
vital than the type of man who should 
the next As- 
sembly and the next and the next. 

It might well be said that the mode- 
rator should be a 


former 


church to matters of 


be elected moderator of 


worthy successor to 
for this 
high place of service in past years. In 
most instances the church has called out 
her during the 
past 84 years. They form a great com- 
pany, but, generally speaking, they have 
not been accorded the honor or given 
the opportunity of service which other 
Presbyterian the years 
have afforded. This has brought a dis- 


those who have been chosen 


stalwarts to this post 


bodies through 


tinct loss to the church. One former 
moderator points to the widespread 
service of the moderator of the Pres- 


byterian Church of Canada, while that 
of the of the Scottish 
church and of the Presbyterian Church, 
1’. S. A., is well known. Another, look- 
ing back “a 
amazed frequently 


moderator 


on his travels declares, 


was to find that 
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earnest men and women said something 
like this to me: ‘We would rather 
have the moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States with us 
than to have the President of the United 
States.’ I believe some of these people 
actually meant that.” The church is 
losing much by not having the modera- 
tor released for that kind of unofficial 
service during his year in office. 

The man for moderator should be a 
man who will be able to make the most 
of an opportunity like this—awaken- 
ing the church and challenging it to pro- 
gressive action. In recent years mode- 
rators have been expected to do more 
and more along this line. It is good to 
note such a growing tendency, for this 
“double honor” is not simply a reward 
or recognition but an opportunity for 
leadership in great undertakings. 

What qualities should be sought in a 
moderator in these times? To be sure, 
the fundamental qualities are to be 
taken for granted—a man of deep, 
courageous conviction and of unstained 
devotion; not simply a defender of the 
faith, but an exemplar of its power, vi- 
tally concerned to see the whole of life 
brought under its sway. 


But more than this, he should be a 
man who recognizes the issues confront- 
ing the Christian cause today and who 
is equipped to carry forward its ban- 
ner; never one concerned about incon- 
sequential delaying actions or one who 
is caught up in the skirmishes which 
were decided a generation or two ago. 
It would embarrass the church and 
shame the church’s Savior ever to 
choose as moderator a man whose posi- 
tion on some of the crucial and publi- 
cized issues of the day—race, labor and 
industry, international relations, Chris- 
tian cooperation, the ecumenical move- 
ment—is determined by his service of 
privileged or prejudiced people or by a 
provincial point-of-view, instead of by 
the penetrating Spirit of Christ. He 
should be no Milquetoast; no straddler; 
no middle-of-the-roader; no ‘all things 
to all men” in the non-Pauline sense. 
His devotion and leadership must ever 
positively and challengingly Chris- 
tian. 


be 


Give us for moderator that man who 
has not fled when the enemy has come 
to his gate, nor one who has taken his 
umbrella out to succumb to the charm 
ef the leader of the opposition. Rather, 
let the church’s choice fall upon one 
who has seen the strength of entrenched 
evil and has taken a few smooth stones 
from the brook flowing through his mea- 
dow to sling at Goliath for the cause of 
truth and the triumph of righteousness. 
But let us made sure that he has had 
the to let fly at Goliath, not 
merely turning the stones in his palm 
in the hope that someone else, it may 
be, will take the risk and strike the 
blow. Give man who has gone 
out to meet no straw man of his own 
devising but has faced a real Goliath. 


courage 


us a 
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The church will rally to follow such a 
leader to courageous endeavor. 

Then, as the former moderators have 
written in burning language, least and 
last of all do we want any man who by 
any means appears to have his eye fixed 
longingly upon the office. 

Before today’s challenge, in the face 
of unprecedented need, give us for great 
leadership a man of ecumenical mind 
and spirit who is actually leading the 
church along the road toward a greater 
solidarity of the Christian front and 
toward effective cooperation in the war- 
fare of Christ; a man whose past 
achievements prove him to be willing 
to march in that direction, not simply 
to think pleasantly about it. 

Paraphrasing one of the former mod- 
erators in his Sprunt Lectures (‘‘Free- 
dom and Restraint,’ by Dr. Campbell); 
let him be nobody’s man, with all the 
freedom which deep commitment and 
an uncalculating spirit will bring; let 
him be everybody’s man in sympathy, 
understanding and earnest cooperation; 
and above all, let him be God’s man. 


Presbyterians on the Air 


Southern Presbyterians will have to 
try hard to conceal their pleasure at 
the arrangements which have been 
made by the Assembly’s radio commit- 
tee by which a network of stations from 
Washington to Jacksonville becomes 
available from April through June, fol- 
lowing the termination of the Southern 
Baptist schedule. 

Underwritten by Presbyterian men 
and churches throughout the Assembly, 
this project will bring the committee 
high praise. Networks in other sections 
of the denomination, as they become 
available, will be sought. The 85th 
General Assembly will be able to see 
some real achievements on the part of 
its year-old committee. 

Meanwhile, it will be the part of wis- 
dom for Presbyterians on the Atlantic 
seaboard to see to it that these Presby- 
terian broadcasts are adequately pub- 
licized. The Baptist Hour has set a 
high standard in performance and in 
publicity. In some cities (and smaller 
communities) generous display adver- 
tising in the daily press, sponsored by 
the different Baptist churches in turn, 
has announced the speaker for the Bap- 
tist Hour each week. Such collabora- 
tion makes for tne rignt sort of family 
spirit throughout the church. The 
entire denomination is rewarded. 


Welcome to a Newcomer 


A new publication, making its bow 
with the April issue, is called Presbyte- 
rian Women, to be issued monthly by 
the Assembly’s Committee on Woman's 
Work. THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 
LOOK welcomes this new paper, seeing 
in it a splendid opportunity for the com- 
mittee to reach Auxiliary leaders with 
important information which is needed 
for program emphases and_ seasonal 
helps, 
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“With _ . . JUSTICE for All’’ 


Not much publicity has been given to 
charges which have been’ brought 
against six young men in Henry County, 
Ala., seeking their indictment by the 
grand jury for the alleged kidnapping 
and criminal assault by each in turn, 
of a young woman last September 3. 

Twice this has come before the grand 
jury but each time the court has refused 
to indict, although one of the men was 
reported to have confessed and to have 
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named the other five. Evidence that the 
conscience of some people has been 
stirred by what seems to them to be 
flagrant injustice is seen in the organi- 
zation of state committees for equal jus 
tice in Montgomery, Ala., and in other 
centers. 

Is it to be supposed that the fact that 
the woman in this case is a Negro and 
that the boys against whom the charges 
are brought are white might offer a so- 
lution to this puzzle in a land which 
proudly boasts its ‘‘justice for all’’? 





ESCORT TO HEAVEN 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“This day shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise.” Luke 24:43. 


(With thanks to Monsignor Fulton J. 
Sheen for the phrase that forms the title 
and the theme.) 


T was the day the Lord went back 
to Paradise. It had been noised 
abroad in all the dominions of heaven 
that this was the day when the Son of 
God would return from his journeyings 
among the children of men. Even in 
the desolate regions where hide the 
enemies of God, it was known that this 
would be the day. 

Knowing this, Satan conceived a plan 
by which he and not Christ would enter 
heaven. Satan had tried to return these 
many times since his hosts met the 
armies of Michael, the archangel, and 
were hurled from heaven’s heights to 
the dark abyss. More than once he 
had taken advantage of a time when 
God’s attention seemed to be elsewhere, 
and tried to take the postern gate by 
stealth: but ever there was an angel 
alert and alarmed, and ever the plan 
fell through. More than once or twice 
he had rallied his bitter hosts to make 
a frontal attack on the fortresses of 
heaven; but the latter attempts came 
out no better than the first. The tow- 
ers of heaven were too high, the eyes 
of God and his servants were too keen, 
their weapons too deadly and too sure 
Heaven’s gates remained sealed against 
him. But with the news that the gates 
would be flung wide to the returning 
Son of God, Satan found new hope. 

It is a fact well known that the devil 
can disguise himself as an angel of 
light. So Satan summoned one of his 
henchmen most skilled in the arts of 
disguise, and said to him: 

“‘The day is near when the Son of our 
Enemy returns to heaven. By a very 
simple stratagem we can take advan- 
tage of the hour. Heaven will be in no 
warlike mood, the skies will all be warm 
with joy atd love, suspicion will not 
dim the spheres of bliss. We need but 
two things: a clever disguise and a bold 
seizing of the favoring hour. What if I 
take the form of Christ? I who take 


the shape of angels at my will, I who 
can live in any form. [I can take the 
form that he has taken, the fashion of 
a man. [ shall arrive ahead of him; 
heaven’s gates will be open in welcome, 
Once inside, the mischief is done. Lurk- 
ing in the shadow below the walls, you 
will enter at my signal.’ 


“en 


A better plan, Sire, occurs to me,” 
said a ministering angel of deceit. 
“There is no need to enter heaven alone. 
Indeed alone you will be suspect. You 
will need an escort to heaven, as befits 
one of royal rank. Thus you and your 
escort together will enter the open 
gates, and your conquest made the more 
easy.”’ 

“It is well said,’’ answered Satan. 
“See that it is done.” 


O on the day when the Lord was 
S to return, ahead of him on the 
high blue road to heaven soared a 
shining host of panoplied angels, every 
one of them in the service of Satan, 
decked out in glory for this one day. 
There were the lords of pride, the kings 
of eternal evil, there were principalities 
and powers and rulers of thd outer 
darkness, gleaming in ill-got garments 
woven of the nether flame. 
There was a pause before the high 
arches of heaven’s portal, 
“Who goes there?” said the guardian 
of the gates. ; 
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“The Son of God,” said the foremost 
figure, shining like the sun. 

“And who are these?” 

“These are my companions, and this 
my state. I come with an escort such 
as is fitting for the Lord of Lords.” 

There was a silence while the guard- 
ians pondered. A very new angel was 
watching from a pinnacle of the wall, 
where he had climbed to see the pa- 
geant. Beside him stood an angel old 
and wise, a watcher of eternal years. 

“What is the matter?” said the young 
angel. ‘Why this parley and this de- 
lay? Why do they keep him waiting? 
Why do they not fling wide the gates?” 

“There is something wrong here,”’ the 
wiser angel said, ‘“‘I cannot put a name 
to it, but they do well to hesitate.” 


OOK!” said the very new angel. 

““Yonder comes a belated traveler.” 

At the far edge of the glittering 
throng outside the gates appeared an 
almost solitary figure. He too, shone 
like the sun, save that his visage was 
marred more than any man’s. Beside 
him came a dismal figure; one would 
have said from the shamed look of him 
that he had spent his lifetime as a thief 
and a robber. 

“How dare they come to spoil the 
pomp?” said the very new angel. But 
the wise angel said, ‘‘Listen!”’ 

And there came a voice from the 
Throne: ‘‘Make way!”’ 

And the guardians of the portal said, 
‘““Make way!” And the legions of loyal 
angels rose, rank on serried rank, to 
bar the way against the hosts of Satan. 
From that sight the demons shrank 
afraid. Through their broken ranks the 
lone stranger, with his disreputable 
companion, came on to the portal of 
heaven. And all the hosts of heaven 
broke forth into singing. The Lord had 
come home. : 

“How was it,’’ asked the very new 
angel, ‘‘how was it that for all his bril- 
liance and magnificent company, Satan 
was rejected? How did they know the 
false Christ from the true?”’ 

“There was no mystery,’’ said the 
Watcher on the wall. ‘‘There was no 
mistaking the Son of God. They knew 
him by his escort.’’ 
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held in Tuscaloosa Presbytery,” when 
CHURCH NEWS more than 300 leaders met in the 
Marion church for a conference on 

evangelism. G. W. Cheek, Selma, chair- 


Pastors Cautioned in 


Counselling Program 


Alabama News Letter 


“Winning the war is as much to be 
determined by the adjustment of the 
returning service man to civilian life 
as by victory on the battlefield,’ said 
cS 2 Hogle, Brooklyn Methodist 
minister, speaking to the pastors’ union 
in Birmingham. Dr. Hogle delivered 
four lectures on counselling in war- 
time, under the auspices of the local 


USO and the interdenominational body 


of ministers, of which Harold J. Dud- 
ley is president. ‘‘The counter-educa- 
tion of the service man must definitely 


include an emphasis upon faith and 
work in the church many will con- 
duct their lives as though the war were 


or 


still going on destroying rather 
than building.” 
Tuscaloosa Leaders Make 
Plans to Promote Evangelism 
H. H. Thompson, director of Assem- 


bly’s committee 


principal speaker in the “‘largest gather- 
ing of representative Presbyterians ever 


Worship Folders 


For special days and general use. Lith- 
ographed on good stock suitable for 
mimeographing. 
Catalog and samples upon 
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ECCLESIASTICAL ART PRESS 
Louisville 12, Ky. 


on evangelism, was 





request. 








Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 
The Best in High School Education. 
GEO. C. BELLINGRATH, President 








man of the committee, President J. 
McDowell Richards, of Columbia Semi- 
nary, and J. W. Ormand, pastor of the 
host church, also were on the program. 
Dr. Thompson will lead intensive 
campaign of visitation evangelism in 
Birmingham Presbytery the two weeks 
before Mother’s Day. Among leaders 
of the recent ‘‘Christian Teaching Mis- 
sion” in Mobile were Dr. Thompson, 
Dean Emeritus Elbert Russell, of 
Emory, who applied Christian princi- 
modern problems, and Grace 
Sloan Overton, who gave a timely course 
in the preservation of the Christian 
home. Nearly five hundred registration 
Mobile 
has been one of twenty cities conduct- 
ing a study of “The Church and 
minority peoples” in preparing for the 
national to be held on this 
subject by the Federal Council. Ansley 
C. Moore, president of Mobile’s council 
of churches, summarized the reports in 
a paper, “The Local Church and Racial 
Tension,’ which will appear as material 
for study by the churches of America 
after the conference. 


an 


ples to 


fees were paid for these classes. 


conference 


Conference Program and Southwestern 
Campaign Seen to Be Moving Ahead 


A full program of summer camps and 
conference, vacation schools, emphasiz- 
ing the study of the McLaughlin book, 
“The Gospel in Action,’’ and active 
leadership by the Auxiliaries in all re- 
ligious educaticen 


goals, 


characterized 
plans made at a meeting in Montgomery 


of Assembly, synod and_ presbytery 
leaders. ‘‘These regional gatherings be- 
come the focal point of planning for 
fhe year,” says W. M. Belk, regional 
director of religious education for the 
Synod of Alabama. Another meeting 
in Montgomery took forward steps in 
reaching the synod’s quota in South- 
western’s pre-centennial campaign. It 


Was announced that one-third of the 
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amount needed from Alabama has been 
secured. Many churches are conducting 
their campaigns along with the every- 
member canvass, or are writing the 
quota into their budgets. T. K. Young, 
of Memphis, reminded leaders that cer- 
tain things must be preserved in this 
day of change and that our heritage in 
Christian education can be enriched by 
seizing present opportunities. 


Churches in Birmingham Presbytery 
Almost Free of Indebtedness 


The $145,000 educational building of 
Birmingham’s South Highlands Church, 
erected during the ministry of Wm. 
Ray Dobyns, was dedicated on a recent 
Sunday after the mortgage was burned 
in a ceremony in which Mrs. T. H. Spen- 
cer, charter member, J. K. Brockman 
and W. F. Frierson, nonagenarian, par- 
ticipated. J. Rupert McGregor, pastor 
of this church, recently conducted the 
funeral of Mrs. J. C. Patterson, widow 
of the philanthropist whose bequest to 
Alabama Military Institute has been of 
great interest to the synod. Only two 
churches in Birmingham Presbytery 
have any indebtedness at present, and 
their debts are rapidly being paid off. 

The Enterprise church has begun 
erection of a brick building which will 
be ready for occupancy in the late 
spring. A manse-building program is 
in progress in East Alabama Presby- 
tery. Greenville, Ozark and the Oak 
Park Church in Montgomery expect to 
accept emergency fund challenges and 
proceed with this work. Financial ob- 
jectives within the presbytery are set 
at $1,500. Central Park, Bessemer, 
Pratt City and North Birmingham have 
substantial sums for postwar building 
and are drawing their plans. Other 
churches are making progress along the 
same line: Third Church, Birmingham, 
for a manse; Second Church is studying 
relocation, and Carbon Hill is starting 
its Sunday school rooms addition. 


Lay Leaders and Soldiers Help 
Supply Vacant Churches 


The Coker church near Tuscaloosa 
has had business-men of the First 
Church, Elders Gordon Palmer and Carl 
Fritsche, speaking for them on recent 
Sundays. During his service with the 


Air Corps at Craig Field, Pfc. Ernest 
L. Stoffel, candidate under care of 
Pittsburgh Presbytery, U. S. A., has 


supplied churches in East Alabama Pres- 
bytery for several months. Sergeant 
W. A. Roberts, stationed in Birming- 
ham, is assisting in the chapel program 
of the Third Church. In Birmingham’s 
annual pulpit exchange Sunday presby- 
tery laymen and visiting ministers were 
used so that every church would have 
a message on world missions. Richard 
T. Gillespie, of Nashville, candidate sec- 
retary of foreign missions, spoke in two 
churches. W. A. Linton, of Korea, re- 
cently addressed the layman’s league. 
HARRY H. BRYAN. 


Bessemer, Ala. 
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A Rare Opportunity 


AWAITS YOUR SON AND DAUGHTER IF THEY 
ARE PREPARED FOR THE FINER LEADERSHIP. 


A CRYING NEED 


There is a clear call for strong, broadly educated men and women who know the 
way, who will plunge ahead and who can cause others to follow. 


Millions of the flower of the great countries of the world have been cut down 
in this terrible, devastating war and the end is not yet. 


Colleges and Universities are almost deserted in many lands and millions of 
our young people have been called into unusual spheres of service. 


The demand for ministers, teachers and Christian men and women in the Home, 
the Church, the School, the State and the World is possibly greater than at any 
other time in the world’s history. 


WHAT WILL YOUR SON AND DAUGHTER DO? 


Help them to prepare for larger usefulness. 

See that they secure a broad, liberal, cultural education. 

Your Church maintains its Christian colleges to help you achieve your fondest 
hopes for your children. 

“Tt matters not how well educated a man may be,” said John R. Mott, “‘if he 
goes out into the world with a corrupt heart, an ungoverned will, and low ideals, 
he is a menace to society and a source of weakness to the life of the nation.” 


HOW MUCH DO YOU CARE? 


Because they understood and appreciated the purpose of the Church and know 
the incalculal- le value of the product of the Christian college, some far-seeing men 
and women have given liberally to these institutions. More of such gifts are needed 
today 


OUR SONS AND DAUGHTERS NEED OUR GUIDANCE 
YOUR SYNOD NEEDS YOUR HELP 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Christian Higher Education 


410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 
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Columbus Churchmen 


Enlist in Vice Drive 
Georgia News Letter 


J. Calvin 
Presbyterian 


Reid, pastor of the First 
Church of Columbus, is 
heading a movement on the part of the 
churches of that city to support law 
enforcement agencies in their vice drive. 
The ministerial alliance, which Dr. 
Reid is president, has given its full sup- 
port to the plan. Church members of 
all denominations are pledging support 


of 


of city officials in enforcing vice laws. 
The First Presbyterian Church showed 
its interest by preparing a resolution 
supporting the efforts of city leaders in 
this regard. It was signed by 125 mem- 
bers on the first Sunday it pre- 
sented. This concern on the part of 
church people is especially significant in 
Columbus, with its great soldier popu- 
lation. 


was 


Thomasville Churches Make Definite 
Plans for Returning Service Personnel 


Representatives of four churches in 
Thomasville met recently to make con- 
certed plans for aiding the returning 
veterans. In a field usually left to 
patriotic and civic groups, the church- 
men are taking the leadership and are 
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planning to offer both spiritual and ma- 
terial help as the soldiers return. Plans 
to open and staff an office for this pur- 
pose have been approved by the various 
churches, and definite progress is under 
way, under the leadership of a promi- 
nent layman, R. C. Balfour, Jr. 


Much Interest Aroused in Effort 
To Modernize State Constitution 


Of interest to Georgians is the new 
state constitution now in the final stages 
of legislative consideration. Under the 
leadership of Governor Ellis Arnall, 
efforts to modernize the sixty-five-year- 
old document will soon be approved by 
the legislature and will go to the people 
for approval. Among the improve- 
ments is not only the repeal of the poll 
tax, but also wider civil service and 
changes in the school pension system, 
but hoped-for changes in the direction 
of home rule for counties and the aboli- 
tion of the county unit voting system 
do not seem likely. 


Augusta Leadership School 
Has Thompson and Lingle 


Featured out-of-state speakers in Au- 
gusta’s second annual leadership train- 
ing school H. H. Thompson and 
Walter L. Lingle. The response indi- 
cated that the school has made for it- 
self an important place in the life of 
the Presbyterian churches of the city. 


were 





with 
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In connection with this school Dr. 
Thompson met with the ministers of the 
area for a forum on evangelism. 


Valdosta Church in Vanguard 
In Establishment of Chapels 


The First Church of Valdosta, under 
the leadership of Cecil Thompson, is 
carrying forward a program of chapel 
building that is an example to the entire 
synod. Chapels in two sections of the 
city have been organized for several 
years, and a third is to be dedicated on 
Easter Sunday. Two of the chapels, at 
West End and Twin Lakes, have full 
facilities for worship, Sunday school and 
recreation, and all three are under the 
supervision of Harry Barnett as chapel 
minister. This example of active out- 
post work serves as a reminder to other 
churches throughout the synod of the 
untouched possibilities in the chapel 
program. 


JOHN S. McMULLEN. 
Milledgeville, Ga. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 








PRAYER FOR SENATE 

H. E. Russell, pastor of Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala., and brother 
of the junior senator from Georgia, 
opened the meeting of the U. S. Senate 
with prayer recently. 


CHANGES 

Claude G. Pepper, East Point, Ga., 
has accepted a call to the Statesboro, 
Ga., church, 

Albert Sidney Johnson has resigned 
as supply pastor of the Reid Memorial 
church, Augusta, Ga., to become supply 
pastor of the Independent Church, Sa- 
vannah, 

Richard P. Keeton, Slab Fork, W. 
Va., has accepted a call to the Mag- 
nolia, Ark., church and will begin his 
new work April 1. 

Robert W. Kirkpatrick, formerly mis- 
sion pastor at Bream Church, Charles- 
ton, W. Va., has assumed the duties of 
his new pastorate at St. Albans, W. 
Va. 

L. Allen Holley, Wewoka, Okla., has 
become pastor of the Crystal Springs, 
Miss., church. 

John B. Vail, Jr., has been installed 
as pastor of the Sumner and Tutwiler, 
Miss., churches. He was formerly pas- 
tor at Glade Spring, Va. 

Claude C. Swaim, formerly Presby- 
terian pastor of Providence Forge, Va., 
who entered the Episcopal theological 
seminary at Alexandria, Va., for special 
work last fall, has accepted a call to 
Christ Episcopal Church, Cismont, Va. 

Irby D. Terrell, Buena Vista, Va., is 
to be the new executive secretary of 
Abingdon Presbytery in the Synod of 
Appalachia beginning May 1. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN 


The Author and Perfecter of 
Our Faith 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR APRIL 1 


Matthew 27:62-28:9 


Last week we studied how Jesus rode 
into Jerusalem, proclaimed by multi- 
tudes of pilgrims as the promised Mes- 
siah. On Monday he cleansed the tem- 
ple, and even children took up the cry 
of Hosannah to the Son of David. On 
Tuesday he repudiated the authority of 
the rulers and pointed out that their 
policy would result eventually on the 
destruction of the Jewish State. On 
Wednesday the rulers met to plot his 
death. On Thursday Jesus ate his Last 
Supper with the disciples. He was ar- 
rested early Friday morning, hastily 
condemned and _ executed. He died 
after six hours of the most intense 
suffering that a man can endure, 


It was customary for the bodies of 
criminals who had suffered the doom of 
crucifixion to be cast into Gehenna, that 
loathsome depository of the city’s refuse 
outside the southern wall, unless they 
had friends who would wait upon the 
governor and buy the right to remove 
them and give them decent burial. So 
it must have happened in our Lord’s 
case, since, even had they dared to risk 
the displeasure of the Jewish rulers, 
none of his disciples could have paid 
the price. 


I. The Burial of Jesus, 27:57-66 


But two friends unexpectedly ap- 
peared, Joseph of Arimathaea and Nico- 
demus (Jn. 19:39), both influential 
members of the Sanhedrin, who had 
followed Jesus hitherto secretly, but 
now at last were not ashamed to avow 
themselves. Nicodemus, one of the lead- 
ers of the Pharisees, had first come to 
Jesus by night to discover his views of 
the Kingdom (Jn. 3:1ff); we do not 
know how he was affected by his con- 
versation with Jesus, but eighteen 
months later, six months before the cru- 
cifixion, we find him standing out in 
the Sanhedrin for a fairer treatment 
of Jesus than that court was inclined 
to give him. He appears now with 
Joseph to ask for the body of Christ. 
That he was now (or later became) a 
Christian is not stated in the New Testa- 
ment, but is altogether probable. He 
is so viewed in early Christian legend, 
and a late apocryphal gospel attributed 
to him was once current in Christian 
circles. 

Matthew indicates, and John confirms 
the supposition, that the lead in the 


matter was taken by Joseph of Arima- 
thaea. A man of wealth, and one of 
the important councilors of the nation, 
he, too, was a secret disciple of Jesus. 
After the death of his Master he “sum- 
moned up courage,’ as Mark says, and 
went in before the procurator to ask for 
the Lord’s body. Courage was required. 
As Plummer says: ‘‘Pilate had just been 
driven by the Sanhedrin to put an inno- 
cent man to death—a humiliating ex- 
perience for the official representative 
of Roman law, and he could not be ex- 
pected to be gracious to a member of 
that court. Joseph had no legal claim 
to the body, for he was no kin. He 
would, therefore, have to explain why 
he was interested in the burial, and this 
would amount to confessing that he had 
been a disciple of ‘the King of the 
Jews.’ Moreover, his request to the 
Procurator would become known and 
this might bring him into serious colli- 
sion with the hierarchy.’’ If we are in- 
clined to blame them for their silence 
heretofore, we must certainly honor 
them for taking such a bold stand, when 
feelings were running high, and for 
easting in their lot with an unpopular 
cause when it might easily cost them 
dear. It is hard to stand against oppo- 
sition, and especially so when it means 
breaking with one’s class, risking the 
ire of life-time associates. And yet 
there are times when one can no longer 
conceal his convictions, whatever the 
price, without losing his own self re- 
spect. 

The two men succeeded in their re- 
quest, but by the time the body had 
been removed from the cross the Sab- 
bath was almost at hand. Joseph, there- 
fore, thrust it provisionally into his own 
private tomb, hewn as the custom was 
out of the soft limestone rock with 
which the neighborhood abounded. “The 
usual method of preparing a body was 
to wrap it round and round with a long 
linen cloth, laying spices between the 
folds. In the case of our Lord the 
body was probably carried unprepared 
with perhaps only the winding sheets 
which Joseph had provided, thrown 
lightly and reverently around it, to the 
tomb nearby, where Nicodemus, having 
by this time arrived with spices, was 
waiting to assist. Here the body was 
swathed in the grave clothes with a 
suitable amount of the spices being laid 
between the folds.’”’ Having completed 
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these minimum preparations, they 
closed the tomb in the usual way by 
rolling a large rough-hewn stone before 
the entrance. Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary (the Mary mentioned in vs. 
56) watched them as they closed it. The 
subsequent story indicates that they 
were concerned to remember the spot 
in order that they might return when 
the Sabbath was over. “It was all they 
could do, and it showed that their love 
was of the kind that outlives death.” 

The coming of the Sabbath (at six 
o’clock on Friday evening) did not pre- 
vent the Jewish rulers from taking 
every precaution to prevent the theft 
of Jesus’ body. Before darkness had 
fallen, they had secured the procura- 
tor’s permission to prevent any tamper- 
ing with the tomb. With ‘their own 
watch set before the spot, and with the 
stone itself carefully sealed, they were 
quite certain that the body would re- 
main safely within the grave. 


Il. The Empty Tomb, 28:1-8 


The first of the disciples to discover 
that Jesus’ body was no longer there 
were some of the women, Mary Magda- 
lene, Mary, the mother of James, and 
Salome (Mk. 16:1). The first Mary 
came from Magdala, a city on the west- 
ern shore of the Sea of Galilee. She 
had been delivered from seven demons 
and in her deep gratitude followed 
Jesus on his journeys, helping with gifts 
of money to provide for him and the 
Twelve. Mary, the mother of James, 
is the same as Mary the mother of 
James and of Joses mentioned in 27:56. 
She was thus the mother of one of the 
Twelve (James the Less). Salome was 
the wife of Zebedee, the mother of 
James and John, the woman who a few 
months previously had come to Jesus 
asking that her two sons might sit in 
the principal places of honor in the com- 
ing Kingdom. We wonder if she 
thought now of that vain request and 
of her mistaken ideas regarding the 
glories of the coming Kingdom. 

These three women, devoted to Christ, 
watched him from afar as he died on 
the cross. Two of them at least were 
on hand when Joseph and Nicodemus 
laid him in the tomb and laid around 
his body a hundred pounds of myrrh 
and aloes (Jn. 19:38-42). But the work 
in their estimation was only partially 
done, and they had gone home to pre- 
pare to embalm the body more satisfac- 
torily. We might note that the Jews 
did not practice the thorough mode of 
embalming used in Egypt, but merely 
wrapped the body in preservative spices 
mingled with ointments. It was this 
last sacred service that the little group 
of women wished to render to the body 
of their beloved Master. It was on Sun- 
day morning very early in the dawn, 
just as the first streaks of light were 
beginning to appear, 

As they drew near to the tomb, they 
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began to 
back the 
entrance. 
in 


roll 
its 
was a 


wonder how they would 


great stone which sealed 
Evidently the tomb 
the of the hill, either a 
natural cave such as is common in the 
rocks around Jerusalem, 
partly artificial. The prob- 
ably a large one, rolling in a groove cut 
in the floor. The women were 
afraid that their united strength would 
not be enough As they 
looked ahead, they were sur- 
prised to see the stone already rolled 
back, not rolled entirely away but rolled 
back so as to leave the opening free. 


cave side 


or wholly or 
stone was 
stone 
to budge it. 
however, 


Happy doubt that their problem 
was so easily solved, they entered the 
tomb (Mk. 16:5). Instead of the body 
of Jesus they saw, Mark says, a young 
man sitting the right side of the 
tomb, dressed in a white robe. Matthew 
tells us that it was an angel, and Luke 
says that there was not one angel but 
two. Amos R. Wells says: ‘‘We must 
the dim light and the con- 
fused state of the women’s minds. Prob- 
ably one of the two angels was much 
more noticeable than the other. At any 
rate the narratives more 
credible, thus few 
minor points, 


no 


on 


remember 


much 
in a 
were 


are 
disagreeing 
than if they per- 
fect duplicates, evidently copied the one 
from the other.”’ 


The women stood staring at the 
young man in awed amazement. He at- 
tempted first to calm their fears, ‘‘Fear 
ye not.”’ Perhaps as McLaren suggests 
the “ye” is enemies 
and their hired guards may well trem- 
ble, but not you, ‘‘for I know that ye 
seek which 


emphatic; Jesus’ 


crucified.” 
announces in 
fact, “‘He is risen,”’ 
and helps them to receive it in a dou- 
ble way. He reminds them of Christ’s 
and he to 
draw near and look. Then last he lays 
upon them a duty: to go quickly and 
bear the good tidings to the disciples. 
As Moffatt translates it: ‘‘Be quick and 
go to his disciples; tell them he 
risen and that he pre- 
cedes you to Galilee, you shall see him 
there.” In other words the 
were not to linger in wonder and rap- 
ture, but to discharge at once the duty 
of being bearers of the news and of the 
message to the rest of Jesus’ disciples. 


Jesus was Sec- 


angel simplest 


glorious 


the 
words a 


ond, 


own promise invites them 


has 
from the dead, 


women 


They were toia especially to carry the 
message to Peter, the natural leader of 
the twelve, broken down by the shock 
of his own denial, as well as by the 
death of his Master (Mk. 16:7). They 
were told to remind all the disciples of 
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Jesus’ promise to meet them in Gali- 
(cf. Mt. 26:32). When the angel 
had finished speaking, the women fled 
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lee 


out of the tomb, for they were seized 
with terror, because they were in the 
presence of the supernatural, as well as 
overcome with joy, They ran to bring 
the disciples word. 

The women not the only wit- 
nesses of the empty tomb. John tells 
us how he and Peter ran to the tomb, 
as soon as the women’s message came to 
them and found the clothes of 
Jesus still in the tomb, with the napkin 
which had been about his head care- 
fully wrapped and put to one side. And 
there were other witnesses as a matter 


were 


grave 


of course. But all the evangelists pass 
on from the empty tomb to the story of 


the risen Christ. 


Ill. The Risen Christ, 28:9-10 


It is an interesting fact that neither 
Matthew nor any of the other Gospel 
writers give us any specific information 
about how Christ rose from the dead, 
or at what particular time in the morn- 
ing he came forth from the tomb. The 
fact is declared, but the event itself is 
not described. ‘‘Here as often in the 
Gospel records,”’ writes J. Wilbur Smith, 
‘‘we have wholly unintentional on the 
part of the evangelists themselves, 
strong testimony convincing us of the 
truthfulness of the narrative and of the 
historical reality of the event recorded.” 
Had the story been written merely from 
the writer’s imagination, almost cer- 
tainly it would have heen embellished 
by many wonderful details. 

But though there is no account of the 
resurrection, the Gospel writers do de- 
scribe various appearances of the Risen 
Christ—ten appearances in all, in the 
course of forty days. On the first day 
he appeared (1) to Mary Magdalene, as 
she tarried weeping near the tomb (Jn. 
20:1-18); (2) to the other women as 
they hurried back to the disciples (Mt. 
23:9-10); (38) to Simon Peter (Lk. 
24:34); (4) to two disciples on the road 
to Emmaus (Lk. 24:13-35); (5) to ten 
disciples in the upper (Lk. 24: 
36-46). One week later he appeared 
(6) to the eleven disciples, Thomas this 
time being present (Jn. 20:24-29). Some 
time during the next month he showed 
himself (7) to James, his brother, who 
from thence forward became one of the 
leaders of the Christian community (I. 
Cor. 15:7); (8) to the seven disciples 
fishing in the Sea of Galilee (Jn. 21:1- 


23); 


room 


(9) to the eleven disciples, in all 
probability including the five hundred 
(Mt. 28:16-20; I. Cor. 15:6); and 
finally (10) on the fortieth day he ap- 
peared to the disciples near Bethany 
and was taken up out of their sight 
(Acts 1:6-11). 

Matthew mentions just two of these 
appearances, the second and the ninth. 
The women who had discovered the 
empty tomb ran back with fear and 
great joy to carry the news to the other 
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disciples. They met Jesus on the way, 
As Goodspeed translates it: ‘‘They hur- 
ried away from the tomb frightened and: 
yet overjoyed, and ran to tell the news 
to his disciples. And Jesus met them 
and said, Good morning (as MacLaren 
indicates. He uses the common form of 
salutation, as if he had but been absent 
on common occasion, and met 
them in ordinary circumstances). And 
they went up to him and clasped his feet 
and bowed to the ground before him. 
Jesus said to them, You need not be 
afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go 
to Galilee and they will see me there.” 

Luke tells that the women re- 
ported to the apostles as quickly as pos- 
sible all that they had seen and heard, 
but ‘these words appeared in their sight 
as idle talk and they disbelieved them.” 
It was not until Jesus had appeared to 
them also in Jerusalem 
that they were at 


some 


us 


several times 
last persuaded to 
gather a larger group of Jesus’ disciples 
at the appointed trysting place in Gali- 
lee. Matthew closes his Gospel with 
this appearance, in which Jesus claims 
universal authority and gives his disci- 
ples a world-wide commission, in which 
the Kingdom bursts all national limits 
and becomes coextensive with humanity. 


The Lord is risen! 

Now earth again 

Lifts up to heaven the joyful strain, 
Life-out-of-death’s eternal gain— 
The Lord is risen, is risen, is risen, 
To wake the souls of men. 


The Lord indeed is risen 

From out his earthly prison, 

And now, all kings above, 

He reigns forevermore— 

The Lord of Life, the King of Love, 
Life’s loving Conqueror. 


The Lord is risen! 

Immortal Love, 

That for mankind so greatly strove 
On earth below, in heaven above— 
The Lord is risen, is risen, is risen 
To show that God is love. 


The Lord indeed is risen 
From out his earthly prison, 
And now, all kins above, 
He reigns forevermore— 
The Lord of Life, the King of Love, 
Life’s loving Conqueror. 
—John Oxenham. 


And because Christ has risen, we be- 
lieve that we also shall rise. Therefore 
though we mourn our beloved dead, we 
do not mourn as they who have no hope. 

Our task is to proclaim the good 
news, and to seek to carry out his last 
commission: “Go ye into al the world 
and make disciples of all the nations 
(including Russia, Germany and Ja- 
pan), baptizing them into the name of 
the Father and the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to do all 
things whatsoever I have commanded 
you.”’ (Mt. 28:19-20). 

For further consideration: Why is a 
belief in the resurrection of Christ an 
essential Christian doctrine? What 
does the resurrection mean to us to- 
day? How can we carry the joy of the 
resutrection into our daily lives? 
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BOOK SECTION 
God in China 


i HAVE SEEN GOD WORK IN 
CHINA, by Sherwood Eddy. Association 
Press, New York. 137 pp., $1.50. 

The author has three major qualifica- 
tions to write a book of such title: he 
knows God, he knows China, and he 
played a significant part in introducing 
the two. The result is a moving and au- 
thoritative record of the missionary 
movement in this most fruitful of all 
mission fields. Here is world-shaking 
history narrated by one who helped 
make it. Even in these busy days, this 
book is worth anybody’s time. 

It is not improbable that future his- 
torians will count the evangelization 
of China the most important event of 
our time. With the inevitable shift of 
the center of gravity of world power 
eastward, the very existence of post- 
war civilization may well hinge on the 
success of Christian leadership in this 
pivotal land. The miraculous accom- 
plishments of this leadership up to 
now; the work of the missionary pio- 
neers, the achievements of the Soongs 
and Chiang Kai-shek and James Yen, 
the saga of Fletcher Brockman, the 
dreams of Sun Yat-sen—these are he- 
roic tales told with gripping drama. 
But Dr. Eddy does not stop with China’s 
past; he analyzes clearly and convinc- 
ingly China’s weaknesses and needs. 
These evils he classifies as poverty, ig- 
norance, disease, and misgovernment. 
With statesmanlike insight he con- 
cludes: 

“In plain moral terms the root of 
China’s evils is selfishness, or sin. And, 
I repeat, sin means the ruin of China. 


B. FRANK HALL. 





PRISONERS’ QUEST, by D. H. C. 
Read, The Macmillan Co., New York, 
1945. 159 pp., $1.50. 

Here is a book in which we find 
what one chaplain preached to prisoners 
of war. Captain Read, British Chap- 
lain of the Forces, gave these talks in 
1942 in Germany to men captured in 
France and Greece. All had suffered 
severe privations; many were disabled 
for life. 

Read begins with God and works out 
to man. He is out to convince men 
of the reality of Christianity. While 
he marshals the facts used by philoso- 
phers, he always comes back to a Per- 
son. Thoughtful laymen will profit by 
reading it; it has some sermmonic value 
for the minister. 

If this book is what prisoners of war 
are interested in, the future will not 
fail us. But I questioned the prison- 
er’s interest until I recalled the intro- 
duction by Captain Harris in which he 
said the men were “‘seeking new values 
on which to found their future lives. 

The talks helped to lead 
many of us from relative darkness to 
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light.” 
This is not a great book, but it is a 
good one. 
W. L. McLEOD 
Lake Charles, La. 


MY NATIVE LAND, by Louis Adamic, 
New York; Harper & Bros.; 507 pp., 
$3.75. 

This is a sequel to The Native’s Re- 
turn and Two-Way Passage, by the same 
author. ‘‘Yugoslaviac—what happens 
here will determine the pattern of life 
for the rest of the world.’’ This opinion, 
shared by more than the author, makes 
the boow based upon Adamic’s exclu- 
sive material an important document on 
the story of Yugoslavia. This country 
which lies east of the Adriatic and 
Italy, west of Rumania and Bulgaria, 
south of Austria and Hungary, north of 
Greece and Albania, has suffered be- 
yond description under Axis domination. 
Here are many personal stories of suf- 
fering and unforgettable tragedy as well 
as those of heroism. The pages teem 
with the record of guerrilla warfare, and 
civil war between the forces of Mikhailo- 
vich and the Partisans. 

This is the story of revolution and 
counter-revolution and it has been sug- 
gested that here in the country of the 
Croatians, the Serbians and the Sloven- 
ians there lie the seeds of World War 
III. The methods of the Axis in dividing 
already divided populations and in 
depopulation are set forth here. 
Adamic’s faith that ‘‘the future is here 
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now,’’ that the spirit of these people will 

rise and shape the course of things to 

come makes this an important book. 
ANSLEY C. MOORE 

Mobile, Ala. 

BEST SERMONS, 1944 Selection, Edited 
by G. Paul Butler. Ziff-Davis Publishing 
Co., Chicago and New York. 362 pp. $3.00. 

This book contains a number of good 
sermons. Its title is inappropriate, for it 
should not be supposed that the fifty-two 
sermons appearing here were actually 
chosen as best among the 6,146 manu- 
scripts said to have been submitted. 
Rather, they are sermons by men who are 
able preachers and who would be likely 
to produce some of the best sermons. One 
valuable feature is a brief biographical 
note introducing each sermon.—A. N. B. 


There Are Many 


—men and women, inac- 
tive in lusiness, to whom 
the management of their 
affairs is both a trouble 
and a burden. 


From these cares of man- 
agement, they can readily 
relieve _ themselves, by 
means of an agency agree- 
ment with the 
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QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE 4, NORTH CAROLINA 
Combining culture and scholarship with Christian faith. A standard 
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ing it—bit by bit—and you need 
ings account a ‘‘going concern.”’ 


John M. Miller, Jr. 
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YOU CAN’T BEAT CASH ON HAND 


When taxes of one kind or another come due; when you need the 
winter’s fuel or want to buy something else, what is more useful 
than cash on hand? You can’t get it any more easily than by sav- 
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“The Healing of His Seamless Dress” 


Send contributions to: 





Gifts will be distributed according to the following percentages: 
CHURCH COMMITTEE FOR RELIEF IN ASIA (India Relief) (China Relief) 
WORLD COUNCIL SERVICES (Protestant Relief. . 

(War Prisoners Aid ( Through Chaplains). . 
ORPHANED MISSIONS ed Missionary Council) 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY (Emergency War Fund) 
AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE (For Children)...........................4.. 
CONTINGENCY FUND (For Emergency Calls) 


If desired, offerings may be designated. 


Rey. E. C. Scott, Treasurer, War Relief Appeal, 
Liberty Bank Building, Dallas 1, Texas. 


WAR RELIEF APPEAL 


(1945-46) 
OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 


(Authorized by the General Assembly) 


GOAL $90,000 
SUNDAY, APRIL 1, 1945 
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TOWARD BETTER 
SPEECH 


A Free Forum for the Discussion of 
Slips of Speech and Manner 





Over the Radio 


In comments on the news a speaker, 
toiling in rowing or trying to be super- 
correct, gives Russian three syllables— 
RUS-i-an or RUSH-i-an, when only 
RUSH-an is allowed. 

The same speaker confused New 
York’s Senator Wagner and the Ger- 
man composer, for he called the latter, 
Wag-ner instead of VAHG-ner. 

How Is Your Spelling? 

Sovereign—do not overlook the sec- 
ond ‘‘e.’ 

Moffatt—the 
translations of the Bible has two 
and two “‘t’s.”’ 

Inaugurate—has two “‘u’s’’ and only 
one ‘‘e.”” It is not inauGErate. 


modern 
“fg?” 


author of 


Helps Toward Better Speech 


THE PRACTICAL HANDBOOK Or 
BETTER ENGLISH, By Frank Colby. 
Franklin Watts, New York. 96 pp., $1.00 
(paper). 

Those who read Colby’s daily column in 
the newspapers know what to expect in 
his “practical handbook.” This is more 
of it, attractively and helpfully arranged. 








YES, IT I8 TRUE . . THERE’S MORE FOOD VALUE PER 
PENNY IN MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER FOOD! 


Vir ginia Dair y Co. “The Home of Better Milk” 


1812 W. Main 








1776 HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE 1945 


Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
A liberal arts college for men. Ideal location, strong faculty, 
reasonable expense. 
Unusual record for producing leaders in every sphere of the 
nation’s life. 
Personal and vocational guidance for the individual student is 
stressed. 


For further information write to 


PRESIDENT EDGAR G. GAMMON 











Princeton Theological Seminary 


Princeton, N. J. 


SUMMER TERM—MAY 29-AUGUST 17 


Two six week periods May 29-Juyy 6 and July 9-August 17. 
A student in an accredited theological school, upon recommendation of his 
seminary, may transfer the credits earned to the institution where he is regu- 
larly enrolled. 


Address inquiries to: EDWARD H. ROBERTS, Dean of Students. 














